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Retold by Sue Arengo
  There are an old man and a woman who are desperate to have a child of their own. The old lady is too old to have children, so she makes a human-shaped gingerbread cookie to keep her company. She puts him into the oven, but soon she hears a child screaming. The woman is really surprised. She opens the oven and the gingerbread man jumps out. At the same time, the old man walks in after work. When he sees the gingerbread cookie, he wants to eat him as snack. He doesn’t care if it has turned in to a living child. The gingerbread man escapes from the old couple rapidly so that they won’t catch him. On his journey, he meets a cow. The cow is hungry and wants to eat him too. Just when the gingerbread man is trying to take a break, the cow jumps on him. Then, in the distance a horse sees the cow that is chasing the gingerbread man and he wants to have a bite too. Now the gingerbread man doesn’t know what to do but keeps running, he thinks of the old lady who treats him nicely and warmly. He realizes that it is a bad idea to run away from his home. When he comes to the riverbank, there is a fox lying under a tree. The fox wants to help him to escape from the cow and the horse. He speaks in a gentle voice and looks at him with friendly eyes. At that time, the gingerbread man isn’t thinking clearly but trusts the sly fox. He holds on to its tail to cross the river. Sadly, by the time they reach the other side of the river, the gingerbread man is eaten by the fox. 
The story has taught me one valuable lesson, which is “ not to trust any strangers ”. Some strangers are sneaky and unreliable. They do bad things to decent, honest people, so we have to be smart enough to protect ourselves.  
